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SCHOOLS — AIR CONDITIONING 

111. Mr B.S. WYATT to the Minister for Education: 

I have a supplementary question. In light of the fact that the minister said she sought the second piece of advice 
in February this year, and in light of the fact that she announced the review of the policy in May 2010, when did 
she first seek advice about putting in air conditioning to BER buildings? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

Two things are happening here, and that is why I went back to explain — 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: The first piece of advice was when? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: The first thing is the air-cooling policy, and that is why I outlined that first — 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: The first piece of advice, minister—the first piece of advice. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: Be quiet and listen. Shush. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Answer the question and I will listen. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: It is really important to listen. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Answer the question.  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I want to hear the answer to the question the minister will provide. I do not want to hear 
interjections from other people insisting on other information. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: The advice that I received throughout last year when I asked a question about air-cooling 
BER buildings with a 12-month warranty was — 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, I formally call you to order for the second time. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: It was throughout last year, because this issue was first raised — 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: So you had it all last year—throughout last year. 

Dr E. CONSTABLE: I think that it was first raised in May last year, and it was raised with me again in August. 
Each time I asked a question about air-cooling buildings outside the zone with a BMW 12-month warranty, the 
advice I continued to receive from the department was that given a 12-month warranty, it was not possible to put 
air cooling in those buildings until the warranty was completed. I went back for a legal opinion about how we 
could help solve the problem for those schools and those parents wishing to raise funds and so on to put air 
cooling into their schools. Legal advice was sought. I discussed it with the department. It was the end of January. 
I was away until 20 January. After that, the legal advice was sought in the first week of February—I think the 
date was 3 February or 4 February—and the opinion came through in the last week of February. It was after that 
that schools were informed that if they wanted to install air cooling in those buildings with a 12-month warranty, 
they could do so if it was done to BMW’s specifications.  
 


